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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 02500 09III4Z 
ACTION PM-04 

INTO OCT-OI EUR-I2 NEA-IO ISO-00 MC-02 ACDA-07 OMB-01 
TRSE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 DODE-00 L-03 /047 W 

09I348Z 093770/43 

R 090820Z MAY 77 
PM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7958 
INPO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
COMIDEASTPOR 
USCINCEUR 

CONPIDENTIAL KUWAIT 2500 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KU, UK 

SUBJECT: GOK PURCHASE OP PATROL BOATS 

REF: KUWAIT 1572 

1. BRITISH AMBASSADOR LAMB INFORMED ME MAY 8 THAT UK 
SEEMED TO HAVE INSIDE TRACK ON SALE OP TEN PATROL BOATS 
TO GOK POR KUWAITI NAVY. DESPITE WHAT HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
OVERCONPIDENCE ON PART OP PRENCH IN CONNECTION WITH 
THIS SALE, HE REPORTED WITH SOME SATISFACTION THAT 

HE HAD WORKED VERY HARD OVER PAST MONTHS WITH GOK DEPENSE 
MINISTER TO PROMOTE SALE OP BRITISH BOAT TO BE CONSTRUCTED 
BY VOSPER-THORNEYCRAPT. HE CLAIMED THAT HIGHER 
DEPENSE COUNCIL HAD AUTHORIZED DEPENSE MINISTER TO EXPLORE 
PURCHASE WITH ABOVE-MENTIONED COMPANY WITH REQUIREMENT 
THAT HE RETURN FOR FINAL APPROVAL WHEN DETAILS OP 
NEGOTIATION HAD BEEN CONCLUDED. DEFENSE MINISTER HAD 
REQUESTED VOSPER-THORNEYCRAPT TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES 
WHO ARRIVED MAY 7 POR THIS PURPOSE. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 02500 09III4Z 

2. BRITISH AMBASSADOR SAID THAT, WHILE IT SEEMED LIKELY 
THAT BRITISH PIRM WOULD OBTAIN THIS CONTRACT, CRAPT TO 
BE BUILT POR KUWAITIS WILL BE A "NATO" BOAT. KUWAITIS HAD 
ASKED POR A GERMAN MOTOR, PRENCH MISSILE (EXOCET) AND 
THOMPSON FIRE CONTROL SYSTEM (PRENCH), AS WELL AS US ANTI- 
AIRCRAPT GUN BUILT BY EMERSON. 
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3. COMMENT: WHILE NO WEAPON SALE TO KUWAITIS IS CERTAIN 
UNTIL CONTRACT HAS BEEN SIGNED, IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT 
BRITISH BID WILL BE SELECTED. HOWEVER, SEVERAL VERY 
COSTLY ITEMS WILL BE INSTALLED IN THIS BRITISH BOAT SO THAT 
NUMBER OE COUNTRIES CAN OBTAIN SOME SATISFACTION FROM SALE. 

IN ANY EVENT, IT APPEARS THAT GOK PATROL BOAT WILL BE A 
MONUMENT TO KUWAITI EOREIGN POLICY OP EVENHANDEDNESS. 

MAESTRONE 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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